The Spanish Subjunctive

Your Recipe for Success
An Iffy Situation 

In English, one of the rare times when you can tell you are using the subjunctive is when you use an if clause with the verb to be: If I were you . . . 

There is a very specific tense sequence that English uses for if clauses:
If I have time, I will go to the movies with you.
Si tengo tiempo, iré al cine contigo.
If I were you, I would buy some attractive clothes.
Si yo fuera tú, me compraría ropa chula.
No one would consider this sentence grammatical:
If I had time, I will rent a movie and watch it.

Spanish if-then statements use the same tense sequence, just as rigidly:

If + present indicative, then future or present indicative
If + past subjunctive, then conditional

If + past perfect subjunctive (hubiera), then conditional perfect (habría)
You can spend a lot of time deciding whether an if clause is possible, contrary to fact or guarnateed to happen, but it’s much easier to listen to what you are trying to say. If you find yourself saying “would” in the main clause, you will use the conditional there and the past subjunctive in the if clause. If your instincts say to use the present indicative in the if clause, you will use the future (most likely) or the present indicative in the main clause.

Other tense sequences can occur, but they are rare. For example, if the present-present sequence needs to be in the past, you use two imperfects most of the time:
Si yo tenía tiempo, yo iba al cine con ellos. (Refers to habitual actions.)

A structure related to if clauses is the como si (as if) structure. The sentences follow this sequence:

Pedro me mira como si yo tuviera dos cabezas.
1. Si me das dinero, yo te _________________________________________ (comprar) ese DVD.

2. Si yo ________________________________________________ (tener) tiempo, iría a tu boda.

3. Joaquín se habría puesto un traje si ____________________ (querer) tener éxito en la entrevista.

4. Los vecinos se burlarían si nosotros ______________________ (poner) nuestro DVD de Yanni.

5. Uds. estudian como si _________________________________________ (ser) difícil el español.

6. Si hace calor en junio, yo ____________________________________________ (nadar) mucho.

7. Si Ana _______________________________________________ (poder) venir, estaría aquí ya.

8. Ana te habría llamado si ella ____________________________________ (querer) salir contigo.

9. Tengo que trabajar como si yo no _______________ (tener) que dormir nunca.

10. Tiger Woods __________________ (ganar) el concurso si ______________ (ser) buen golfista.

And now, it’s your turn:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Recuerda la secuencia de tiempos:
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Main Clause
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conditional
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hubiera + ______do
(=(

habría + __________do

If I buy a car, I will take you to McDonald’s

If you win the lottery, you can buy me a car.

If they weren’t so stupid, they would understand you.

If she washed her hair, she would be more popular.

They always laugh if someone falls on the ice.

You would have bought the car if the dealer (agente) had been nicer.
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If I buy a car, I will take you to McDonald’s

If you win the lottery, you can buy me a car.

If they weren’t so stupid, they would understand you.

If she washed her hair, she would be more popular.

They always laugh if someone falls on the ice.

You would have bought the car if the dealer (agente) had been nicer.
