The Spanish Subjunctive

Your Recipe for Success
Adverbial Clauses
Using some conjunctions in Spanish leads to questions about timing and/or existence of an action. How does that impact your life? It means you have stumbled upon yet another reason to use the subjunctive.
The following conjunctions always trigger the subjunctive:

	a menos que
	unless

	a fin (de) que
	in order that

	antes (de) que
	before

	con tal (de) que
	provided that

	para que
	in order that

	sin que
	without


Why use the subjunctive after these conjunctions? By nature, we use them only when we are talking about actions that have not yet happened. Doubt or non-existence of the action are the only reasons to use them:
No voy al Super Bowl a menos que Indianápolis vaya.
  I won’t go to the Super Bowl unless Indy goes.

(When you say the above sentence, there is no guarantee Indianapolis will be in the Super Bowl.)

The following conjunctions sometimes trigger the subjunctive:

	cuando
	when

	después (de) que
	after

	en cuanto
	as soon as, when

	hasta que
	until

	luego que
	as soon as

	tan pronto como
	as soon as


These conjunctions are tricky, because you have to think about what was going at the time referred to in the sentence:

Voy a Byerly’s cuando salga de la escuela.
I’m going to Byerly’s when I get out of school.

Fui a Byerly’s cuando salí de la escuela.
I went to Byerly’s when I got out of school.

Iba a ir a Byerly’s cuando saliera de la escuela.
I was going to go Byerly’s when I got out of school.

In the third example, at the point in time you had the intention of going, you had not yet gone. A test to decide if an action has occurred or not: “If you were abducted by aliens at the moment the sentence refers to, would people say you had or had not done that action?

Something to keep in mind is that cuando can mean “whenever.” If you want to say “I eat pizza whenever I can,” you use the indicative, because even if you are saying some pizza-eating episodes have not occurred, some have occurred. The conjunctions trigger the subjunctive when the speak specifically about one event that has not occurred.
