The Spanish Subjunctive

Your Recipe for Success
Delving into the past
Sometimes you want to talk about influence, emotion or doubt in the past. For such occasions, we have a tense called the past subjunctive or the imperfect subjunctive.

This tense is rare in that every verb follows the same conjugation system. There are no irregular verbs.

The tense is based on the ellos form of the preterite, so if you have forgotten those forms, you’re cooked.

Formation of the yo form of the imperfect subjunctive:

1. Find the ellos form of the preterite:

hablaron

2. Take off the on:

hablar


on
3. Add back an a:

hablara

Do not be tempted to believe you can simply add –a to the infinitive. The one procedure that applies to all verbs is the one shown above.

Here is a sample conjugation of a verb that ha spelling quirks in the preterite:

traje

trajimos

trajera

trajéramos
trajiste

trajisteis

trajeras

trajerais
trajo

trajeron
(
trajera

trajeran
